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Longhorns finish  
season with 19-6 record
By Russ Pankonin
The ImperIal republIcan

 “One quarter kind of  undid 
us,” Longhorns Head Coach 
Carl Zuege said, looking back 
at the team’s subdistrict final 
loss to the Chadron Cardinals 
last Thursday. 
 The quarter Zuege was refer-
ring to was the third quarter, 
when the Longhorns scored 
just two points. 
 At the other end, Chadron 
sophomore Vonsinh Sayaloune 
lit it up, hitting three treys to 
open the third quarter for the 
Cardinals. 
 By the end of  the quarter, 
Chadron held a 19-point, 23-42 
advantage over the Long-
horns. 
 The Longhorns got it back 
to 11 in the final two minutes 
before going down 43-59. 
 Chadron puts an athletic 
team on the floor, Zuege said. 
“They are a good team.”  
 They evidenced that Mon-
day night by defeating a 22-2 
Ainsworth 62-51 to represent 
the C1-6 district at next week’s 
state tournament. 
 Zuege said the loss was 
“certainly disappointing.” But 
overall, the Longhorns expe-
rienced a very good year, he 
added. 
 The Longhorns finished 
with 19 wins against just six 
losses. The 19-6 mark repre-
sented Zuege’s best record over 
his eight-year career as the 
Longhorn’s head coach. 
 All six of  this year’s losses 
came at the hands of  Divi-
sion 1 wildcard-point teams, 
including two losses to Class 
B Sidney. Of  the five teams the 
Longhorns lost to, four will be 
going to the state tournament. 
 Looking back, three losses 
in mid-January to Southern 
Valley, Gothenburg and to 
Bridgeport in the SPVA semis  
knocked the Longhorns out of  
a chance for a wildcard to the 
state tournament. 
 “Winning any two of  those 
three would have got us there,” 
Zuege said.  

 Nonetheless, he said the 
Longhorns finished the sea-
son with big wins by avenging 
their loss to Bridgeport and de-
feating St. Pat’s and Holyoke. 
 This year’s seniors had nev-
er beaten St. Pat’s or Holyoke 
at the varsity level. 

10-point first quarter lead
 Things looked to be going 
the Longhorns’ way in the 
opening quarter at Alliance in 
the subdistrict final.
 Travis Luhrs hit back-to-
back treys midway in the quar-
ter for an 8-2 lead. 
 Isaac Sorensen added back-
to-back buckets and Jared 
Sharp backed one in off  the 
glass to give the Longhorns a 
14-4 lead with 1:25 left in the 
first. 
 Chadron answered with a 
trey and got a shot to drop at 
the buzzer to pull back within 
five, 14-9. 
 The Longhorns could only 
score seven in the second quar-
ter while Chadron hit three 
treys to boost them to a 23-21 
halftime lead. 
 And then the third quarter 
happened. 
 Chadron’s Sayaloune hit a 
deep trey to open the second 
half. He added back-to-back 
treys to give Chadron a 21-32 
lead with 4:48 left in the third. 
 The Longhorns couldn’t get 
the ball to fall. Their only two 
points came at the 3:36 mark 
when Kelton Fisher downed a 
pair of  free throws to keep the 
Longhorns within 11, 23-34. 
 From there on, Chadron ran 
off  eight more unanswered 
points to take a 19-point 23-42 
lead in the final quarter. 
 From there, Chadron pro-
tected their lead, forcing the 
Longhorns to foul down the 
stretch. Of  the Cardinal’s 17 
fourth-quarter points, 13 came 
from the line as they went 13-19  
to ice the game. 
 Offensively, the Longhorns 
were led by Luhrs with 14, fol-
lowed by Jeff  Dickey with 12. 

Chase Co. 43
 2 PT. 3 PT. FT/
 FG FG FTA F TP 

Travis Luhrs .................. 1 4 0-0 4 14
Ryan Moline ................. 0 0 0-0 3 0
Ike Maxwell .................. 0 0 0-0 0 0

Two-point third Horns’ undoing against Chadron

Jose Cepeda ................ 0 0 0-0 0 0
Destyn Milner .............. 0 0 0-0 0 0
Dakota Wallin .............. 0 0 0-0 1 0
Jeffrey Dickey ............... 3 1 3-3 4 12
Kelton Fisher ............... 1 0 2-2 5 4
Cody Williams .............. 0 0 0-0 0 0
Isaac Sorensen ............ 3 0 1-2 5 7
Eli Engbrech ................ 0 0 0-0 0 0
Jared Sharp ................. 2 0 0-3 3 4
Darin Knobbe .............. 0 0 0-0 0 0
Kevin Chavira ............... 1 0 0-0 0 2
TOTALS....................... 11 5 6-10 25 43

Chadron 59
M. Gieseler 9, J. dickerson 6, V. say-

aloune 21, T. Wild 12, K. Johnson 2, 
J. stack 9.

chadron totals: 2 pt. FG—9; 3 pt. 
FG—7; FT/FTa—20-30; Fouls—12; 
Tp—59.

points by quarters:
chase co. .......... 4 7 2 20—43
chadron ............. 9 14 19 17—59

Ogallala-first round
 The Longhorns advanced to 
the subdistrict final by defeat-
ing Ogallala in the first round 
56-35. 
 Ogallala defeated Gordon-
Rushville in the C1-12 play-in 
game to face the Longhorns. 
 The Longhorns held Ogalla-
la scoreless in the first quarter, 
19-0.
 They ran off  seven more 
before Ogallala got on the 
board with a free throw three 
minutes into the second.
 At halftime, the Longhorns 
led 38-11. Each team added 10 
in the third with the Long-
horns going on to a 56-35 win.

Chase Co. 56
 2 PT. 3 PT. FT/
 FG FG FTA F TP 

Travis Luhrs .................. 2 0 2-2 1 6
Ryan Moline ................. 0 0 0-0 2 0
Ike Maxwell .................. 0 0 0-0 0 0
Jose Cepeda ................ 0 0 0-0 0 0
Destyn Milner .............. 1 0 0-0 2 2
Dakota Wallin .............. 0 0 0-0 1 0
Jeffrey Dickey ............... 2 4 2-2 0 18
Kelton Fisher ............... 7 0 2-2 1 16
Cody Williams .............. 0 0 0-0 0 0
Isaac Sorensen ............ 4 0 2-2 5 10
Eli Engbrech ................ 0 0 0-0 0 0
Jared Sharp ................. 1 0 2-4 0 4

Darin Knobbe .............. 0 0 0-0 1 0
Kevin Chavira ............... 0 0 0-0 1 0
TOTALS....................... 17 4 10-12 14 56

Ogallala 35
J. cogdill 8, d higgins 5, d. bush 8, n. 

rivas 2, c. rezac 4, b. hoppens 2, 
e. Tuttle 2, e. schilz 4.

Ogallala totals: 2 pt. FG—5; 3 pt. 
FG—5; FT/FTa—10-18; Fouls—16; 
Tp—35.

points by quarters:
chase co. ........ 19 19 10 8—56
Ogallala .............. 0 11 9 15—35
 

By CaRolyn lee
The ImperIal republIcan

 A crowd of  about 220 celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of  the Southwestern Nebraska Chapter of  Pheasants 
Forever Saturday night in Imperial.
 The amount raised from the banquet, silent auction 
and auction isn’t tallied up yet, according to Banquet 
Chairman Joe Weiss. All proceeds benefit local habitat 
and youth programs.
 During a power point presentation to those attending, 
Weiss said the new park and building located on leased 
land west of  Champion Lake was built for all types of  
youth activities.
 The park was dedicated in memory of  Logan Bau-
man, Tyler Heim and Kenley Cotant, all whose lives 
were cut short at a young age.
 “These are great kids we lost too early,” Weiss noted, 
“But through the generosity of  their families we were 
able to create the property. We can’t say thanks enough 
to the three families, to you and to banquets like this.”
 Weiss also noted that Pheasants Forever has helped 
200 youth in the past 25 years with the Youth Mentor 
Hunt.
 During the evening, many games were played while 
people also bid on silent auction items.
 Taylor Jablonski of  Imperial won the youth shotgun 
for being one of  those youth who wore his or her orange 
Youth Mentor Hunt vest.
 “We did really well with the auction and silent auc-
tion,” Weiss observed.Banquet Chairman Joe Weiss points out some silent auction items to 

possible bidders. (Republican photo)

Boys who have attended Youth Mentor Hunts line up for a chance to 
play one of the games offered during the Pheasants Forever banquet. 
(Republican photo)

Large banquet crowd benefits Pheasants Forever

The Longhorn defense kept the Chadron Cardinals bottled up in the first 
quarter. Here, Kelton Fisher (30) and Ryan Moline put the trap on Chad-
ron’s Vonsinh Sayaloune. (Courtesy photo by Renae Bottom)

Isaac Sorensen gets a shot off inside against the Chadron defense in last 
week’s subdistrict final. (Courtesy photo by Renae Bottom)

Despite getting fouled by a pair of Chadron players, Jeff Dickey still managed to get the shot off and went to 
the free throw line in subdistrict final action last week. (Courtesy photo by Renae Bottom)

Their faces tell the story. Senior starters, from left, Travis Luhrs, Issac Sorensen, Kelton Fisher, Jeff Dickey and 
Ryan Moline know their season and high school career are at an end. (Courtesy photo by Renae Bottom)
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